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Garden Site, Sunlight & Watering Setup
Guide

A printable setup guide for choosing a better garden location and making daily watering easier
from the start.

A good garden plan can still fail if the location works against it. Beginners often choose a
spot because it looks open or convenient, then discover later that the sun shifts too quickly,
the soil drains poorly, the hose does not reach well, or a wall and fence create more shade
and heat than expected.

This guide helps you evaluate the practical side of placement before you plant. Instead of
focusing only on what to grow, it gives you a way to observe sunlight, wind, access to water,
airflow, and daily visibility so your garden is easier to support over time.

Why this guide matters

Site choice affects nearly every basic gardening task: watering, growth rate, disease
pressure, stress from heat, and how easy it feels to check plants each day. When the
location is wrong, even hardy plants become harder to manage.

Using a simple evaluation sheet helps you notice patterns that are easy to miss in one quick
look. That includes morning sun versus afternoon sun, standing water after rain, and
whether the garden is placed somewhere you will actually see and maintain regularly.

Inside the PDF

« A sunlight observation page for tracking how light moves across your garden area.

« A watering setup review to help you think about hose reach, container drying speed, and
routine care.

« A quick microclimate checklist covering wind, reflected heat, shade, and drainage.

» A daily-use section that helps you choose a location that fits your actual habits.

Quick reference snapshot

Site factor What to check Why it matters
Sunlight Hours and timing of direct sun Affects plant choice and growth
speed
Water access Distance from tap or hose Makes routine care easier
Drainage How fast water clears after rain Reduces root stress
. Whether the area feels trapped or Can influence disease and heat
Airflow
breezy stress
Visibility How often you naturally see the area Supports consistency with daily

care

Fast checklist
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m Am | starting with a small and realistic setup?

m Does the chosen area get the kind of light my plants will need?
m Will watering and daily care be easy enough to repeat?

m Is the bed, soil, or container truly ready for planting?

m Have | chosen a first step that feels manageable this season?

Notes

Beginners usually benefit more from a better location than from buying extra supplies. When
the garden is easy to water, easy to see, and matched to the actual light conditions, many
common problems become easier to prevent.

Use this guide over a few days, not just one afternoon. Small observations about sun and
moisture often lead to much better decisions before the first planting starts.
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